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It seems that somehow February, winter's last bastion before
spring has its triumphant return (in theory), has become the
month of love. With Valentine's day firmly in the middle of the
month, it has become a month aimed toward romance, love, and
buying copious amounts of chocolate. One could even argue that
February 15th, much like November 1st and December 26th, is one
of the best days of the year if you want to buy discounted
chocolate. With all the love in the air, so to speak, it is important
to ask the question, what is love?
The interesting thing when looking at the definition of love, is

that in English, and many other languages such as Spanish,
French, and Italian, there is really only one word that is used for
love. However the ancient Greeks had around eight. Among
the most well known are eros (romantic love), philos (brotherly
love), and agape (a selfless love, unconditional, sacrificial love).
When we look at the kind of love that is described by agape,

that selfless love, that unconditional love, we see the love that
God has for us: the love in which God sent His only Son into the
world to die on the cross for us. We see that same love that
motivated and strengthened the martyrs of our Church to give
everything for the Lord. We see these martyrs with the real St.
Valentine, who ministered to the persecuted Christians in Rome
and was beheaded in the middle of the third century. We see this
same unconditional love with Blessed Stanley Rother, who so
loved his people that he knew, even if it meant hardship or death,
that the shepherd cannot run at the first sign of danger.
So as we enter February, that month where romance and love

are in the air, let us not forget about the Greek word agape and
that unconditional love that God has for us. Let us not forget
how we can grow closer to Him every day, in love, friendship,
and devotion.

Father Will Banowsky

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
- Matt. 28:18-20
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Agape and ChocolateAgape and Chocolate

No disciple is superior to the teacher;
but when fully trained,

every disciple will be like his teacher
—from the Gospel of the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time.

The Presentation of the Lord



As the years went by, employees always bought gifts
for Tony for Christmas and his birthday. On his 65th
birthday, he celebrated at the bakery with an elaborately
decorated cake. He had a family and community in mid-
town OKC and will never be forgotten. He chose to
plant his life here in his own way. At his funeral service,
friends said, “he was a gift to our community.”
Bakery owners and employees said, “we remember

moving him into his apartment on the first day when he
didn’t have anything so we got him a table and chairs
from the bakery and a few household items.” In his hu-
mility Tony did not want to be a burden. He always said,
“I don’t need anything. I’m fine!”
Personal care and hygiene were always a challenge for

Tony. His housing became hard to manage and eventual-
ly, due to poor life skills in combination with a mix-up
in a bureaucratic system he was homeless the last month
of his life. Tony died on the streets of Oklahoma City on
November 2, 2021, most likely due to natural causes
from failing health. He was 66 years old
In life, Tony was filled with laughter and quirks. You

could describe him as a seed planter, planting seeds of
love and kindness all over our city. Next time you see a
grapefruit tree, think of Tony because chances are it
came from an empty medication bottle from a wander-
er’s pocket.
“As it is written, how beautiful are the feet of those

who bring good news” Romans 10:15.
His were the beautiful wandering feet that tread our

streets. May they find rest with the One who brings rest.
Tom Knudsen

*From Tony’s memorial booklet
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In this month of love and celebration of Valentine’s
Day, let’s remember someone known as a herald of love
and joy, a missionary, a humble yet powerful servant of
the Lord, a man who, as one friend said, “had nothing
yet had everything.” He did not call attention to himself
and probably went unnoticed by many passsersby in
mid-town OKC. Yet he was well-known and loved by
those who knew him best. In December, family and
friends gathered at his favorite place to hang out,
Brown’s Bakery, to remember him.
Anton McFarthing, “Tony” was born October 11,

1955. He left this earth on the morning of November 2,
2021. Tony came to Brown’s Bakery each morning for
around 20 years. He would ask if he could take trash out
or sweep the parking lot in exchange for some cheese
Danish. Eventually folks at the bakery served him
cheese sausage rolls and chocolate milk, so he could
have better nutrition.
Tony walked or rode the bus everywhere. As he

walked, he planted orange and grapefruit seeds along the
way; always telling everyone that he had planted over
200 trees around the city. Tony loved to eat grapefruits.
He often bought them by the case and stockpiled them.
He kept the seeds in old prescription bottles that were
sometimes mistaken for contraband by people who mis-
understood Tony. You would never see Tony without his
bottle of seeds because he always had to be ready for the
next time he saw a perfect and beautiful spot to plant a
grapefruit tree.
Tony also loved cars. Years ago, his dad owned a ser-

vice station, one of the first Black-owned businesses in
Oklahoma City. Until his death, his father oversaw
Tony’s care. His niece remembered that Tony never
went through typical teenage stages of rebellion and was
close to his father.
Tony spent many childhood days working with his fa-

ther at the gas station. He developed a lifelong love of
cars and would ask everyone he encountered about the
car they drove. He knew every model.
Tony never said anything bad about anyone. He was a

kind and gentle spirit and a blessing to everyone around
him. He came in each morning to the bakery always ask-
ing customers, “Do you know Jesus?” and “Do you want
to go to church with me?” Folks at the bakery said that
he was their brother in Christ and his love for Jesus
shone through him with a sparkle in his eyes. He was al-
ways giving, though he didn’t have much to give.

“Our Friend, Our Neighbor, Our Beloved”*“Our Friend, Our Neighbor, Our Beloved”*

6 I have a friend who speaks to his garden.
Yes, Jack and the beans talk.

6 I was kidnapped by mimes—
they did unspeakable things to me.

6 I bought 10 asparagus at the store but when I

got home I realized I had 11.

It was just a spare, I guess.



It is the first act of reverence and respect we perform
upon entering the church. A husband and wife each dip
their index fingers in the holy water fount and make the
sign of the cross on each other’s forehead. A little girl of
three dips her fingers in and makes the sign of the cross,
dips her fingers again and makes the sign of the cross.
After the third time, a lady behind her says, “Oh, honey,
you are all set!” One by one, each in our unique way, we
cross ourselves with droplets of holy water as a sign of
purification and a reminder of our baptism.
Holy water is a sacramental. The Second Vatican

Council describes sacramentals as “objects, prayers, and
actions that provide access to the stream of divine grace
which flows from the paschal mystery.” Unlike the
sacraments, which are instituted by God, sacramentals
are named by the Church. They can also be rosaries,
scapulars, holy cards, crucifixes and actions such as
making the sign of the cross and genuflecting. As one
website article* put it, they are the “furniture” of our
lives as Catholics and aids to our communication with
God.
The use of holy water is a distant cousin of Jewish rit-

ual. Numbers 5:17 is a verse with instructions for Moses
— “And the priest shall take holy water in an earthen
vessel; and of the dust that is in the floor of the Taberna-
cle the priest shall take, and put it into the water.” Docu-
mented use of holy water dates to the 400 A.D. though
tradition says it was likely in use from Christianity’s ear-
liest days.
To bless the water the priest says one of three bless-

ings over ordinary water (see page 4). It is good to have
the holy water fonts full again after a long dry spell dur-
ing the pandemic. For home use of holy water come to
the parish office during normal business hours for pre-
packaged containers of holy water. There are also pre-
printed home blessing prayers in English and Spanish.
Monica Knudsen
*The parish of St. Cecilia-St. Gabriel, Stamford, Conn. website

Holy WaterHoly Water
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6 I didn’t mean to push all your buttons,
I was just trying to hit mute.

6 Poured root beer into a square cup,
now I just have beer.



“Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is
to come . . . from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and
has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. . . . ‘I
am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who
was, and who is to come, the Almighty’ ” (Revelation 1:1-8).

These opening lines to the mystical and cryptic final
book of the New Testament are the perfect comforting
and electrifying words to greet a new year.
Firstly, “Grace and peace to you.”
Embracing such a blessing is the strongest of comforts.

This blessing is a firm foundation of the new year–yes,
firm in a wobbly world: Grace and peace is from “him
who loves us and has freed us from our sins.”
Ponder grace and peace as yours. Knowing they are

yours is an extension of divine revelation. Such a gift
provides options in how to live into this year: another
year of a pandemic and an ideologically divided country,
perhaps a year with a frightening diagnosis or continued
chronic pains, a year with employment challenges, a
2022 when we still need to work for justice in immigra-
tion, racial, and criminal systems. Grace and peace are
yours both as blessing and as prayer.
Secondly, “ ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the

Lord God.”
God is A through Z. The Beginning and the End. Yet,

we do not profess that nothing ever changes, when we
profess a God, “who is, and who was, and who is to
come.”
The revelation of the Almighty is electrifying rather

than stagnating. Divinity is the whole alphabet providing
words for new stories, a mighty river rolling from moun-
tain source to the delta saltwater. New Year’s celebra-
tions mark the circle or flow of time. God holds together
beginnings and ends and is the fullness of this circle.
Resolutions and the new year mark the beginning of a

new circle. We participate in building the kingdom
where we are priests (Rev. 1: 6) and are held in full holi-
ness at a beginning, the Alpha, and we need not fear the
unfolding, for God is also the ending—Omega.
Kathy Judge

God, Our January throughDecemberGod, Our January throughDecember
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6 What did the cannibal choose as his last meal?
Five guys.
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February Saints and Days

02 The Presentation of the Lord; Feast Groundhog Day
03 [St. Blaise; St. Ansgar]
05 St. Agatha
06 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
08 [St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita]
10 St. Scholastica;Memorial
11 [Our Lady of Lourdes]
12 [BVM]
13 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
14 Ss. Cyril and Methodius;Memorial Valentine's Day
17 [The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order]
19 [BVM]
20 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
21 [St. Peter Damian] President's Day
22 The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle; Feast
23 St. Polycarp;Memorial
26 [BVM]
27 Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

02 Ash Wednesday



DSDSDSDSD
Big God

A VW preposterously crowded with seventeen
clowns?
A coffee cup–just pour in Divinity and call yourself
ready to face the day?
A cottonwood that keeps growing, creating leaves
stretching over the creek?

How big is God?
Ask
and by doing the asking watch that idea expand
becoming present like a red balloon filling with
helium
not to be tied off and tied down but to float from our
hands so we will tilt our heads up
looking at the wind carrying it
looking as it crests the trees
following the idea as it becomes a speck amidst
enormity.

mkj
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6 I want to be like Saul . . .
on the road to de-mask-us.

Signs seen on churches:
6 If God seems far away,
guess who moved?

The Blessing of Holy Water
There are three current formulas for blessing the

water which a priest may choose from to use. They
are as follows:
V. Blessed are you, Lord, all-powerful God,

who in Christ, the living water of salvation,
blessed and transformed us. Grant that when we
are sprinkled with this water or make use of it, we
will be refreshed inwardly by the power of the
Holy Spirit and continue to walk in the new life we
received at Baptism. We ask this though Christ our
Lord. R. Amen.

V. Lord, holy Father, look with kindness on
your children redeemed by your Son and born to a
new life by water and the Holy Spirit. Grant that
those who are sprinkled with this water may be
renewed in body and spirit and may make a pure
offering of their service to you. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. R. Amen.

V. O God, the Creator of all things, by water and
the Holy Spirit you have given the universe its
beauty and fashioned us in your own
image. R. Bless and purify your Church.
V. O Christ the Lord, from your pierced side

you gave us your sacraments as fountains of
salvation. R. Bless and purify your Church.
V. O Holy Spirit, giver of life, from the

baptismal font of the Church you have formed us
into a new creation in the waters of
rebirth. R. Bless and purify your Church.

Source: Wikipedia
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St. Charles Borromeo—February 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 3 2

3 1 2 1 2 36 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 17 18 19

2221 2520 24

25

11 2 2 3 1

26

28 26

11 2 1
Confessions every
Saturday at 3 pm
Adoration every

Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

27 27 28

30 31

29

5

23

14 15 16

M
2
3
10
17
24
31

T
1
4
11
18
25

W
2
5
12
19
26

T
3
6
13
20
27

F
1
7
14
21
28

S
1
8
15
22
29

January 2022
S
1
2
9
16
23
30

M
2
7
14
21
28
31

T
1
8
15
22
29

W
2
9
16
23
30

T
3
10
17
24
31

F
4
11
18
25
28

S
5
12
19
26
29

March 2022
S
1
6
13
20
27
30

1 4
3:00 PM Clinic

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery

9:15 AM
Confirmation and

RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation and

RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation and

RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation and

RE

10:00 AM Choir
Practice

10:00 AM Choir
Practice

10:00 AM Choir
Practice

10:00 AM Choir
Practice

11:00 AM
Baptisms
English

3:00 PM WSC
Meeting in C

6:00 PM Social
Ministry Board-
Kastner Room

7:00 PM WOSC
Bible Study - BH

Eye Clinic

Presidents' Day

6:00 PM WOSC
Lenten Reflection

Dinner - BH

7;00 PM Baptismal
Seminar EN in Mtg

Room C

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Talleres
de Oración

Mtg Room A/B

7:00 PM Talleres
de Oración

Mtg Room A/B

Clinic

7:00 PM Talleres
de Oración

Mtg Room A/B

5:30 PM Finance
Board

7:00 PM Parish
Council

Catholic Schools Week

Adoration
10 am–5 pm

every Wednesday

6:15 PM - 7:40 PM
RE/Confirmation

Classes

6:15 PM - 7:40 PM
RE/Confirmation

Classes

6:15 PM - 7:40 PM
RE/Confirmation

Classes

6:15 PM - 7:40 PM
RE/Confirmation

Classes

5:30 PM Stewardship
Meeting-Kastner Room

6:30 PM Catholic
Social Justice
Committee - KR

3:00 PM Clinic

3:00 PM Clinic

4:00 PM Newsletter
Meeting - Kastner

Room
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Youth Group
in Youth Room

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Youth Group
in Youth Room

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Youth Group
in Youth Room

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Youth Group
in Youth Room

7:00 PM Grupo de
Jovenes Adultos
meeting in C

7:00 PM Grupo de
Jovenes Adultos
meeting in C

7:00 PM Grupo de
Jovenes Adultos
meeting in C

7:00 PM Grupo de
Jovenes Adultos
meeting in C

7:00 PM VOICE
Delegates
Assembly

12:00 PM WSC
Day Bunco in C

5:30 PM Clases
de Diabetes

7:00 PM RICA

5:30 PM Clases
de Diabetes

5:30 PM Clases
de Diabetes

5:30 PM Clases
de Diabetes

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

Day of Prayer for
the Sick

9:00 AM Clase
PreBautismal en C

9:00 AM Clase
PreBautismal en C

11:00 AM
Bautismos Español

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

Blessing of Healthcare
Workers at each Mass

Mar 2

11:30 AM
Annointing of the Sick

following Mass

Blessing of Healthcare
Workers at each Mass

Valentine's Day

Student Choir
at 5 pmMass

School
Open House
2-3:30 pm

School
Enrollment
Begins

School Pictures

No School



Deaths-December
Gerardo Escobar

Steven Wayne Lyons
Charles Ray Jansen
Mary Ann Poindexter

Humilitas
We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Fr. Will Banowsky,

Michael Carpenter, Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Tom Knudsen, Margaret Phipps
print shop: Karen Flores, Jennifer Hernandez-Reyes

Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org
6

Baptisms-December
Alejandro Miguel Esparza Luera

Mateo Morales Muñoz
Emily Giselle Mazariegos Cifuentes
Scarlett Nataly Mazariegos Cifuentes

Mia Alejandra Esparza Luera
Andrew Manoel Monteiro

Daniel Escalera

New Parishioners-December
Cesar Garcia & Jazmin Gutierrez

Ricardo & Kathy Gallegos

Anniversaries-February
Feb. Anniv.
01st Salvador and Lucia Velasco 20th
04th Alejandro and Lorena De Anda 10th
07th Ruben and Laura Hernandez 20th
10th Lauro and Claudia Saucedo 37th
13th George and Monica Knudsen 40th
19th Raymond and Sharon Carter 56th

Parish LifeParish Life
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Signs seen on churches:
6 Many folks want to serve God.
But only as advisors.

6 If temptation is knocking,
let Jesus get the door.

6 Try Jesus. If you don’t like him,
the Devil will take you back.

6 Listen and Silent are
spelled with the same letters.

Weddings-December
Enrique Arvizo & Karen Hernandez


